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OMMISSlG N 1 S F INDINGS: • • . 

U ' — ' 

) The Commission's , report sets forth the official facts of the 
vssasgi'natic'a o f Presideiit Kennedy as we knew and reported them In v 1, 
mbstance to the Commission on 12-9-63. Namely, Oswald was the ’ d’ 4 Xw$’$'i 



immediately- fol lowing the assassination it found no evidence of any 
.ssociatiori' with or conspiracy between Ruby and Oswald or among any ■' ,r -p V'> : 

-utsiao factors, foreign or domestic. , • 

.t x-f „ :*'v ,/» r>‘ . '/ 

i | i •/..* ,* v-’ 

.In criticism it finds the Secret Service vastly inadequate 'M'- 

o its assigned task in November, 1963, It castigates the Dallas ' 

'olice Department for its handling of the person of Oswald subsequent ''‘MdM.}. 
o his arrest and for its dealings with news media. It recognizes • 
be failure of the Secret Service to define the criteria they needed ' 
o properly protect the President and^to make proper requests of d i&Z'J* 
lovemment agencies, ' “ . ; ^'• l v j ! V' l '^^ 

r • 1 ’ i ' -.-I- ■ ■" -i.? 

j* Concerning the FBI, the report states the FBI could have pro- vXV;^.‘V 
idod more to the Secret Service than prompt referral of specific v 

hreats to Presidential safety, as was our policy prior to the ftssassi-^;^..;' ; 
ation. • Wliile not detailed oa - this point, it reports that the Bureau- ; 
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In recommendation of procedures to impi'ove protection of . ... . . 

0 President, it proposes the formation of a conurtittoe at cabinet 

vel to oversee tho problems of pi'otecting the President; the i?ijV' v w.V%v 
ssiblo relocation of tho duties of the Soci'et Service to another- .~: V';bv' 
ency, or in the alternative tho appointment of a responsible • 

sition in tho Treasury Department to supervise the Secret Service '*** 7 : J - 
d to- keep tho Secretary of the Treasury informed as to its *iv»* • r ‘ r 
rformance; that tho facilities of Soci'et Service be completely over— ’i 1 V 
ulod, including tho establishment of criteria of information it *>si25i» .'V* 

eds to properly protect tho President; that there bo perfected a ' ' ".'•tVy. 
oser association and liaison between the Secret Soi-vice and all'tion,\‘ry^ 
deral agencies; and, finally, that the President's physician ac~ ceria v.'^'v 
ipany him on his travels; that Congress make the assassination . s 'V-:. 
the President and Vico President a federal crime; that State ! 
partment z*efine procedures for dissemination of lnfonaation concerning 
fectors to Soviet-bloc countries, and that representatives of the bar. 
w enforcement and news media work more closely to establish ethical • 
andards concerning collection and presentation to the public of %» < 
formation so there will be no interference with pending criminal f.fc* 
/estimations or rights of individuals to a fair trial. Here th“ 1,1 ' 

.imiesion is not clear but the implications point to the Dallas 
lice Department, killing of Oswald, conduct of news media 
presentatives, Hark Dane, et cetera. 

i ■ ■ 

The ropoz-t states that both the Secret Service and the FBI have TC. * 
xfessed to the Commission that tho liaison between them was close and . 
lly sufficient. The Commission does not believe that the liaison be- 
Jen th^ FBI and the Secret Sez*vice prior to the assassination was as 
fectivqias it should have been. With regard to this comment, it is Wvi: 
ted that prior to the assassination of President Kennedy the FBI • 
xseminated to the Secret Service all lnfonaation which came into 'b. V\Vv- 
3 possession which it believed would be of value to the Secret Ser- ••'•i-'-'t-' 
3 Q in carrying out its responsibilities, .It is noted that at no ti*e^ : ■ 

1 Secret Service express discontent nor did it furnish a written 

Iteria regarding its needs. . 

* * m ~ V.; f-*;. 

Since tho assassination of the* President there was a complete,^ 
■evaluation of our dissemination policy with regard to information 
\t might bo of interest to Secret Service. New criteria were es- 
ilished Rnd following tho establishment of tho new criteria we have 1 ' 
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• In addition, wo havo dotermined that an Interagency Committee i: ) 
id program are being established by the Treasury Department to do- 
ilop moro effective criteria for dissemination of data to Secret 
irvice. Tho Committee will includo representatives of the President** 
C.fico of Science and Technology, Department of Do.fonse, Contral In- 
Tlligonce Agency, FBI, and Secret Sci’vice. This Interagency Com— 


rvr; 


I 


,;',vw 


Ittoe has not roached tlio stago of development to extend invitation* 

> the FBI and others, but is expected to do so soon.- It is noted 
■ at since the adoption of the Bureau's now criteria for dissemination, .vV-. 
2 cret Service has made available in writing to the Bureau the criteria ^ j •. 
>on which they desire to receive information. It is noted that the 
ireau's criteria is broader in scope than the written criteria fur- ,7^7 ^ 
ished by Secret Service. - . • ... • *•<•. • . . j • y&M*-,-. 

.. . ■■ ■-■■ .. .. ■ svv.:..'> 

* Tho report of tho Commission gives tho Buroau credit for the 
jount of investigative effort since the assassination and mentions 
>at 80 Additional FBI poi-sonnel were sent to Dallas to assist in the 
ivestigfi,tion, that wo had conducted more than 25,000 intex'viows and 
; of 9-r]ll-G4 submitted more. than 2300 reports comprising some 25,400 ^ v 

iges.; \r. *. A 

l.i ■ . • . • • 

;In roforring to the identification of 20 latent fingerprint* •> 
id 8 latent palmprints, the Commission discussed tho identities J-Vi-v : C‘ 
fcher than Oswald that were identified with the latent prints. The q&tyjpsi- 
bmmission in tbeir wording stated "most of the prints were found to 
xve been placed on tho cartons by an FBI clerk and a Dallas police 3ttv!v , 'y 
fficer." The true facts are that it was dotermined that a clerk 
ie Dallas Office was identified with five latent fingerprints and . Ip" ?.-tVO 
ie latent pa Imprint and the remaining latent fingerprints and four--/' M/; • . 

* the palmprints were determined to be those of a Dallas police of— ^vj*; 
leer. In connection with the clerk in tho Dallas Office, he was 
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ig voro £j?xyJL c w o d by th\y_F B_I^ " two mojiths after tho sho ot lng. * .. 

t is noted tho eliooting of' tho DaTfc.s police off fcoFVy Oswald W«a iCSty/V 
>mpletel* a local matter within tho Jurisdiction of the Dallas Po- 5 a >r.o . 
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Concerning the various interrogations of Leo Harvey Oswald, at ed . 
die Commission comment a on the small sizo of the intorviev room in 
,he Dallas Police Department and states that up to 25 different por-tiie 
•ons participated in those interviews. Thore is no clear eat state—; ;\.A 
.ent as to the number of individuals that participated in those in- , 4 ’. 
orviews at any given time, -.In this regard it is noted that 1 Agent. ^ T 0 V 
■articipated in an interview on 11-22-63 and 1 Agent partie' 

,wo inter-views on 11-23-63 

* * v v.tVC .j$ 

f Comment is also made that Oswald was not represented with i;od. 
ounselV 

.f 

ontrol over the conditions under which the interviews were taking 
>lace,' 1 . . 

• • . /*£ $>•-.»*- . •** , • 

The report states an FBI Agent is quoted as stating tho con- -v ;/>*_• 

=i it ions at tho Dallas Police Department wore like Grand Central -* ■ J' 

station or tho Yankee Stadium, The Agent in the footnote ia identi-. tory' v'V’ 
'ied as, Special Agent In this regard Agent Hosty's 

estimoay does ref lecF^h&t hemade such a comment when 
of ore the President’s Commission; 


:*patod in 

v..tvcn n - 

. A with £< r«d : -vV,' 

nselV Tho entire interviewing of Oswald was under the Jurisdiction j ju . 
the Dallas Police Department, not tho FBI, and tho Buresa had no i. 
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testifying J ure ■%*£■ 


as 

b*. 

ent 4 a message to Dallas ;.j 1 j 
C hief to affcfd Oswald — 


' The report states that tho Director 
•hief of’ Police Curry on 11-22-63, urging tlii 
ttmost security. The repprt states Chief Curry did not recall receiv- .v '* 
ngithis message,' SAC Shanklin assures that an or al message was do- ’ - 
ivpred by Special Agent Manning C, Clements "Imm © d iately~aif";e r receiv-' '' 
ng : instructions .from the Bureau to so advise Oniof ' Curry. iSeo Clenwnt® 
alias report ll/30/63t page 29» paragraph 5) • ^ 

’ .‘The report in discussing Chief Curry’s periodl^prSarele^ses 
>n the developments in tlie assassination during the initial stagf~ 

.uotes the Director as being extremely concerned over these preset 
eases and quotes from tho Director's testimony in this regard*; 
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* ‘r * 1 ’ deferring to intoi-views of Ruth Paine by Special Agent Hosty;‘,\itj^ 
he ^report states she was questioned concerning Oswald’s whereabouts and , , • '■ 
■i-oaised .to 'advise tho FBI where ho was residing and also t» furnish . •< ", t -i < 
he FBI any' pei-tlJi’ent information concerning him*; A'ccsnimt is mads ’v. 
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Sm2 U Sd P «m? So S?5 Soi t0 JolSn?Sr1hi2Ti d ^ * ole * ho ™ ^or 

aad such information in hor possess ion . 1 lnfomatl °n although she /* V. > J ; ! 



1n C s of tho FlTrLuSStSy S^SSrPt! 10 ^ 117 Up ° n tho tcch nical find~<nl *J 

identity of the assassS Ld oS^rato^ c °™)™ loaa ™ to the *^!*\\ 

{Q an unfavorable light. In EOmn 7 findings are not presented ^in- 

terests of impartiality, because of riSn C ? S * * 0portodl y ln the in- ' - . xt&L = 
investigation of tho case, thS coSissiSn S!S l ^; n0ut °f tho FBI in the’.f 7:M 
■vidcnco upon which wo had'submittn* « 5 ad other experts examine . Ji'.jr/ 
yy the Bureau at the time on thSbasis of^ia^l^ 0 ? i)elnG challenged ^ & 
oamission doniey any such lark «? ~i%?5 lack of confidence, the .« jailor 

:i£!PJ“s^ SS£ S^SKS. ™ .Up??*- t,r.y 


ownex'ship 

orence of degree ' noted* in^e^ki^of the f?nHt nCeS ' thero ^as a dif- : • 

re discjiaseod in detail bolow a . the findings. These instances *. ib^bo Ij 

t pcrt S ^iS!?LfI i r«?IU h o n r HL t ,f t ?/ 0rth «“* FBI Laboratory ^ V 
o wald’s belongings as being Oswald’s certificate found among >. 

A. J. Hide el” which was dieSrtSd ^to^ 6XC6pt the eignature^'^ . 

Treasury Departme^doc^^export We^if?^^ Alwyn'^V 

ig "A.J.Ilideel” signature as beinir ^ fl fv &11 wrlt ing includ— 

:s unable to identify or nSiden??fS I I kk* °? the other • hand x Cole -rl ; •?: 

) Oswald with rubber stTmD imnwco/ & rubber stamp kit which belonged' < .. i 

0 FBI taborat^S^?? d2t^^S£ ,l S , ? Il e * r * t,1 “*»< ’S 

-ros as having been made by Oswald’s sSn S+ S 1 of the stamped > , v ;, ; 
e not contradictory and are over^nrf^u-^ P a kl fu Thes c minor variances ' 

• both experts tha^Oswald prepaid rlost of ^Jo e w°?^ USlVe ^reement, ,.;rAv: 

<i certificate, P P ared A t,10 ?t of A ho \T itlD S appearing on • -.‘.V 
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ac;o 186 of tho\roport # x 
ho houo of General 


5 th^mV h bullet and concluded "that there is a fair probabili 
'\ th& flrod ^ ^e rifle used in the nsSili^6~rr.t 
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■ ' ‘ The Nicol referred to hereinbefore Is Joseph Nicol, Superintendent ‘ • 

of the Illinois Slate Bureau of Criminal Identification and Investigation, called in 
by the Commission as an Independent firearms examiner. * . 

\».n examination of this bullet in the FBI Laboratory by three top firearms 
specialists conducting separate and independent examinations revealed it to bo so‘ 'V>; 
extremely mutilated th?,t there was not sufficient evidence remaining on which to 
base a conclusion as to whether or not the bullet recovered from Walker’s house ‘ * 
had been fired from the assassination weapon. One of the experts correctly testified : 
before tlie Commission that the FBI does not use a category of "probable" 
identifications, and tliat unless a missile or cartridge case can be identified as 
coming from a particular Weapon to the exclusion of all others, the FBI does not 

n ! 1 ’ 

( In explaining the difference between his policO.nu that of the FBI on th > 
of probable identification before the Commission, Nicdkidmitted tliat he could n 
identify the gun "to the exclusion of all other guns." 

The Commission took due cognizance of this in its evaluation of this matter, 

! and the Commission elates in its summation that it recognizes that neither expert was 
l able’ to state the bullet wliich missed General Walker was fired from Oswald's rifle. . 

t Relative to the firearms examinations of the four bullets removed from the body 

of Dallas Police Officer J. D. Tippit, and the four cartridge cases found near the ;V 
scene of the murder of Tippit, the Commission notes that both the FBI experts and «Y. 
Nicol! identified all four cartridge cases as having been fired in Oswald's revolver, 
thus establishing Oswald’s revolver as the murder weapon. In the case of the bullets 
f) the Commission notes that Nicol differetLwith the FBI experts on one of these bullets,;;; 
Nicol identifying one of these bullets as having been fired from Oswald's revolver, ^ 
The findings of three top FBI examiners concerning the bullets were to the effect '• 

\ t that, because of mutilation and the inconsistent nature of the individual markings 
11 on the bullets there was not sufficient evidence remaining on which to base fc. 'j .it, 
\(1 definite determlnatiorn/ "J . J ^ , 1/ t 
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